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C. H. ELMORE FAMILY HISTORY 


Beryl A. Elmore compiled this information in June 2003 for the Century Ranch 
application. It was accepted and we have received the roadside sign. 


The C. H. Elmore Family, wife Pauline, and five (5) children, Joseph; C. Herbert IT; 
Grace; Elizabeth; and Dorothy moved from Neligh, Nebraska in 1900 to Jackson County 
Oregon. 

In 1903 C. H. Elmore bought one hundred sixty (160) acres from A.W. and Henreitta 
Shearer, on Steamboat Road, that was later named Thompson Creek Road, in Applegate, 
Oregon. The legal description for this property is N '4 of SW 2, NW 4 of SE 4, SW % of 
NE %, of Section 32, Township 38 S, Range 4W of the Willamette Meridian. The ranch is 
located three (3) miles South of the Applegate Store. The Applegate Store is located twenty- 
one (21) miles from both Medford and Grants Pass on Highway 238. The family moved 
onto the property in February 1903. 

He bought forty (40) acres more on December 21, 1903 from Edgar H. Knutzen. The 
legal description for this property is NE '4 of SE 4 of Section 31, Township 38 S, Range 
4W of the Willamette Meridian. This makes a total of two hundred (200) acres. 

C. H. I died on February 4, 1908, with no will and only his name on the deed. A 
daughter was born in September 1908, named Jennie. 

On May 25, 1908, C. Herbert Elmore Il age 21 was named Administrator for the 
Estate. The six (6) children had to be identified with special papers for Jennie and the final 
papers were filed on December 9, 1921. 

The family ran a dairy and raised pigs. They separated the milk; they sold the cream 
and fed the skim milk to the pigs. 

C. Herbert II married Bessie B. Robinson in April 1910, and had a son, C. H. Ia 
year later on April 5, 1911. 

C. Herbert II worked the ranch with the family and his wife Bessie. They had a 
daughter, Berteena that was born in September 1915. 

In the early 1920’s Pauline and the rest of the family moved to the Yoncalla, Oregon 
area, but C. Herbert I, Bessie and children stayed on the ranch. They added a few Hereford 
Cattle but found they liked to stray, so they soon sold them. 

Over a few years C. Herbert IT and Bessie bought the shares of the ranch from the rest 

of the family. 


In 1936, electric power came to Thompson Creek. Every one who wanted to get 
power had to dig five (5) holes for the poles in the spots designated. 

Also in 1936, C. Herbert and Bessie bought fifty-five (55) acres that bordered the 
ranch on the south, from Horace Blevins. 

In 1936, sheep were purchased and a special barn was built for them. The sheep were 
a partnership of C. Herbert I and C. H. II. The pigs and dairy were still on the place. 

In 1937, C. H. I bought forty (40) acres that also bordered (both the Bliven’s place 
and the Home place) making two hundred ninety five (295) acres total, owned by Elmore’s. 

In 1938, C. H. Il married Beryl A. Brockway and moved to the ranch in Applegate in 
1939, 

In 1941 they bought a five (5) acre strip bordering the Bliven’s place on the East. 
This made the total an even three hundred (300) acres, for C. Herbert II and C. H. III. 

The original house burned in January 1943. C. Herbert II and Bessie cut some timber 

and had it sawed into lumber. They stacked it to dry and in 1950 found a small planer mill 
and had it planed. They moved into a new house in January 1951. 

From the time of original Elmore purchase, until 1949 the farm power was horses, 
along with family members. 

In 1949, C. H. I bought a tractor and equipment to take the place of horses. This 
made operations much easier. On February 24, 1949, C. H. Il and Beryl bought the farm of 
two hundred fifty five (255) acres from C. Herbert II and Bessie but left ten (10) acres in 
their name with a Life Estate. 

The two hundred fifty five (255) acres belonging to C. Herbert II and Bessie added to _ 
the forty-five (45) acres owned by C. H. I and Beryl brought the ranch acreage to three 
hundred (300) acres. 

C. Herbert II and Bessie had sold the dairy cows before selling to C. H. HI and Beryl. 

C. Herbert Elmore II died in January of 1961 and Bessie B. Elmore died in November 
1981. Bessie had lived her entire married life and until her death on the ranch, on the 
original acreage. 

C. H. IJ and Beryl added Angus Cattle as a result of their kids 4 - H projects, to the 
sheep and pigs already on the ranch. 

C. H. il and Beryl A. Elmore had seven children; Charles H. [V; Truman S.; Russell 
R.; Michael E.; Alicia D.; Joseph H.; and Barbara A.. In 1957, they bought an additional 
three hundred twenty (320) acres, which borders the original Elmore place on the North. 
This is known as the Kubli Place. It was deeded to Charles H. IV; Truman S.; Russell R.; 
and Michael E. in February 1974, with C. H. Ill and Beryl having a Life Estate. 

The original ranch plus the Blivens’ place was deeded to Alicia D. (Elmore) Hogan, 
Joseph H. Elmore and Barbara A. (Elmore) Niedermeyer, in February 1974, all children of 
C. H. Ul and Beryl with a Life Estate. 

C. H. Il died on June 13, 1988 so the Life Estate only includes Bery] at the present 
time, 

The ten (10) acres that C. Herbert II and Bessie had as a Life Estate was deeded to 
Alicia D. Hogan and Barbara A. Niedermeyer on September 14, 1988 with Beryl Elmore 
having a Life Estate. 


Living on the ranch’s original acres, at the present time are Robert O. Niedermeyer, 
age 46; Barbara A. (Elmore) Niedermeyer, age 44; Joshua I. Morrison, age 22; Tyler O. 
Morrison, age 21; and Elizabeth A. Niedermeyer, age 15 

They take care of the sheep and Beryl helps whenever she can, especially during 
lambing season, as the bummer lambs need extra care. 

The original barn (over 100 years old) collapsed in 2002. Because of the drought the 
last few years it had no hay in it. Even the braces put in a few years ago weren’t sufficient. 

The special barn for sheep, built in 1936, only held their hay. The hay for the cattle is 
stored on the other place, (Kubli). So far no new barn has been built on the 100-year-old 
acreage. 

Beryl A. Elmore has a Life Estate on both ranches. On July 1, 2003 she will be 88 
years old. The late C. H. Ii and Beryl have 26 Grand children and 27 Great Grand children 
at the present time. 


As of the date of this newsletter there is another Great Grand Child for a total of 28. 


Note from Barbara: The Century Farm and Ranch Program is sponsored by the Oregon 
Historical Society, Oregon Farm Bureau and The Oregon Department of Agricultural. This 
program started in 1958, on the eve of the Statehood Centennial Celebration. There are over 
1000 places in Oregon that has received this honor. The information from the applications is 
added to the OHS Library. We were one of 8 recipients this year. ODA furnished the sign 
that is hanging by our driveway. 


Following is a story of “Life on the Ranch” 


Life on the Elmore Ranch 
By Beryl Elmore 


Up until the late 1940s it took the whole family to get the crops in. Hay was cut by 
horse team and raked with a dump rake. Then the family, with pitchforks shocked the hay. It 
was hauled by team and wagon to the barn later. 

The irrigation was done by gravity through ditches from the Thompson Creek 
Irrigation Association. The Thompson Creek Irrigation Association brought water from both 
Sturgis and O’Brian Creek’s in five (5) miles of Company ditches and dropped it over the 
divide into Thompson Creek. 

C.H. III had a long legged riding horse that would go anywhere he wanted it to. This 
put Beryl (his wife) on one of the team, there were some difficulties as her horse wouldn’t 
climb over big tree trunks, but she tried and would get hung up. Beryl would then have to 
tug on the horse to get it over and continue on the journey. 

After purchasing a tractor and other equipment life was much easier. The horses were 
still used for working the cattle. 

In 1936 the California Oregon Power Company brought power to the Creek, so life 
became Modern, with electric stoves, refrigerators and water heaters. The electric water 
heaters did away with coils in the wood stoves, which produced hot water only if there was 
a fire in the stove. 

Even with its disadvantages the ranch was a great place to raise a family. 

Still today the irrigation ditches need cleaning every year by hand. So you don’t loose 
the use of a shovel. | 

During lambing season the help of the family was necessary, as lots of care was 
needed to give the lambs a good start and especially for any bummers that needed a bottle. 

The last ten (10) or twelve (12) years have been very dry and have caused lots of 
extra work to keep the livestock fed. The ranch uses sprinklers to irrigate most fields used 
after the first cutting is off, so only a small acreage gets water and the other fields are 


pastured either by cattle or sheep. We do not turn our cattle out on the range, so they need 
the pasture. 
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I hope this finds everyone doing all right. By now you should have all of your 
gardens harvested. I know we have had a few nights of frost already. 

Peggy is closing down the Museum for the winter. November 15” at 10 A.M. at the 
Museum is the next meeting. 


I got a letter from Evelyn Williams who is a descendent of the McKee’s. She has a 
couple of corrections for the September newsletter that Joan Peterson wrote here is what she 
said “I am very glad our local Applegate history is being recorded by writers like Joan 
Peterson, Connie Fowler, Myrtle Krouse, John & Marguerite Black and others. 

Joan’s account of the Logtown Rose in the AVHS’s September newsletter needs to have a 
correction about John and Maryum McKee losing a child before coming west from Missouri 
in 1853. This is not so. Their two children, born in Missouri, came with them. They lost a 
daughter, Martha Jane, born at Logtown in 1855. She died in 1864 and was buried behind 
their home there at Logtown. 

Sometimes stories being re-told over a period of time start to have inaccuracies, 
which has.happened here. I, myself, have been wrong in some of the things J have written, 
and realize how important it is to correct the information if at all possible. Maryum did 
bring the rose plant with her, but not from the grave of their child. The McKee’s were my 
great-grand-parents.” 


Thank you Evelyn for the correction. I know it is difficult to always have the true 
story. I appreciate the time and energy that it takes to put together such a story. Having 
helped my mom with this month’s newsletter there ‘s a lot to it. I hope this doesn’t 
discourage any of you to send me a story. 


It is that time of year again for the annual membership drive. Enclosed you’ll find the 
application. Send them to the PO Box. 
Our Annual meeting will be November 15™ at the Museum at 10:00 A.M. 
There will be the election of officers and board. All the current officers and board have 
agreed to serve again, President Bill Dunlap, V Pres. Alice Matheny, Sec/Tres Barbara 
Niedermeyer, and Board: Steve Decker, Cathy Dunlap & John Black. A big Thank you to 
these folks for volunteering again. Hope you can make the meeting. Don’t forget your chair. 
We will also be doing the nail count drawing 
AVHS Sec/Tres. 
Barbara Niedermeyer 
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


This part is your receipt. Thank you for being part of the society. Your dues will 
be up again in November of next year, you will be sent a reminder. 

Costs: 1 person $10.00 ; 2 people $15.00 ; family $20.00. 

Watch for our newsletter every other month. 

Members name: 

additional family: 

Address: 


Amount paid $ Date paid 


AVHS Membership 
| Please return this portion with your check. Thank you. 
1 person $10.00 2 people $15.00 family $20.00 
Enclosed is my check for $ payable to Applegate Valley Historical Society. 
PLEASE PRINT 
Members name: 
additional family, 


Address: 


gains: Date paid 


